
From the Pastor’s Desk 
 

Dear Parishioners of St. Mary Parishes, 

 

I hope that you’ve had a good summer.  This fall has brought many challenges 

to our communities: storms and floods and mosquitoes to name a few. 

 

It has brought many challenges to our church, as well.  The tragic, but real sin 

of sexual abuse, the inadvertent and sometimes blatant response by other 

church leaders has written a dark page on our church’s history and damaged 

many lives. 

 

Nonetheless, I am confident that sin exposed is an opportunity for 

redemption.  For victims of past abuse, pray for healing.  For those who did 

not respond as we would expect, repentance and forgiveness.  For a future of 

accountability on all levels, we hope and demand. 

 

As we move forward, may our hearts and efforts be fixed on a church that is 

both more humble and more holy.  That will take the vigilance of each and 

every one of us, and the grace of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Peace to all, 

 

Fr. Gary 
 

 
 
 

Mission Statement 

We, the parishes of St. 

Mary Help of Christians 

(Briggsville) and St. Mary 

of the Immaculate 

Conception (Portage), in a 

spirit of faith and service  

rooted in the mission of 

Christ as revealed in the 

Gospel, are committed to 

creating welcoming 

communities that actively 

pursue opportunities for 

formation in our Catholic 

faith, spiritual growth and  

outreach to others in need. 

 

 

Weekend Mass Schedule 
 

St. Mary, Portage 
Saturday, 4:00 pm  

Sunday, 9:30 am & 11:00 

am 

 

St. Mary, Briggsville 

Sunday, 8:00 am 

 

FALL 2018 

St. Mary Help of Christians, Briggsville 

St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception, Portage 

 

St. Mary of The Immaculate Conception—Portage 

Phone—742-4998 
 

Principal— Jamie Hahn 
jamhahn@stmarysportage.org  

 

Secretary— Cheryl Heimerl  
cheheimerl@stmarysportage.org 

 

St. Mary School Website  

www.stmarysportage.org 

Phone– 742-6998 

Parish Website 

www.stmaryportage.com 

St. Mary, Portage Email 

portage.stmary@gmail.com 

 

Pastor— Fr. Gary Krahenbuhl 

garyk.stmary@gmail.com  

 

Deacons 

Dennis Sutter 

dsutter.stmary@gmail.com 

 

Steve Letourneaux 

sletourneaux@gmail.com 

Parish Administrator 

Lisa Clemmons 

lclemmons.stmary@gmail.com 

 

Director of Faith Formation &  

Youth Ministry— Brenda Collins 

brenda.stmary@gmail.com 

 

Finance Manager— Christine R. 

Daly cdaly.stmary@gmail.com 

 

Director of Worship & Pastoral  

Ministry— Teresa Gracyalny 

teresag.stmary@gmail.com 

 

Parish Nurses 

Jim & Barb Donovan— 981-2289 

 

Maintenance 

Darrel Germain 

 

Cemetery Sexton 

Joe Weber—jweber79@aol.com 

or 608-617-6046 

 

Pastoral Council Chair 

Natalie James— 608-697-5355 

 

Finance Council Chair 

Rod Gumz— 608-697-3613 

St. Mary Help of Christians—Briggsville 

Phone– 981-2282 

St. Mary, Briggsville Email 

stmaryhofc@maqs.net 

 

Pastoral Minister 

Sr. Anita Henning, CSA 

stmaryhofc@maqs.net 

 

In Residence: 

Sr. Jovita Winkel, CSA 

jovitawinkel@gmail.com 

 

Director of Faith Formation 

Teresa Romain 

teresa.smhoc@maqs.net 

608-432-2956  

Bookkeeper— Barbara Poppy, 253-2100 

Maintenance— Bob Gauger 

Pastoral Council Chair 

Josh Huber — 608-369-3096 

Finance Council Chair 

Steffanie Murphy, 608-981-2393 

Cemetery Sexton Jim Dinegan, 608-981-2183 

St. Mary School 



Page 2    

 
Shared Parish Website 

www.stmaryportage.com 

 
Our website is designed to give you information 

about upcoming events in both parishes but it is 

also a tool to help your learn and grow in your 

faith. You can read Fr. Gary’s homilies, the 

bulletins, daily Scripture readings, news and faith 

articles. There is also a “Video of the Week” 

highlighted on the front page.   

 

NEW FEATURE: ASK US!  

(under Lifelong Faith 

Enrichment) 

 

Do you have a question about the 

Catholic faith?  

We will use these questions and address them on our 

Facebook page or once a month before Mass begins. 

 
NEW FEATURE: PRAYER 

REQUESTS 

(under Pastoral and Spiritual 

Care) 
 

There’s a strength and peace that comes when we pray 

for one another.  If you have a special intention or 

prayer request, you can submit it through the link.   

STAY CONNECTED and LIKE our 

FACEBOOK PAGE -

@stmaryoftheimmaculateconception  
 

This page posts daily with inspirational messages, 

upcoming events and pictures of events happening in 

both parishes, ministry spotlights, short video clips 

and articles to help you learn and grow in your faith. 

LIKE and FOLLOW our Page and INVITE your friends 

to do the same. 

Vacation Bible School 

Shipwrecked: Rescued by 

Jesus 

 
This summer we had 112 

kids, teens, and adults from several Portage area 

churches join together to learn more about how 

Jesus rescues us when we are lonely, worried, 

struggling, in the wrong, or powerless.  

Participants experienced God’s love 

through games, videos, snacks, and songs. They 

also learned great Bible stories about Jesus.  

Throughout the week the children 

brought in money for a Mission Project. This year 

they collected over $600 to support the Humane 

Society and Portage Food Pantry.  

We are looking forward to next year’s 

theme: ROAR!  

If you would like to be on the planning team 

starting in January, please contact Brenda in the 

parish office or brenda.stmary@gmail.com  

Sacrament Preparation for 

First Reconciliation and 

First Eucharist 
 

The reception of the sacraments of First 

Reconciliation and First Eucharist are an 

important part of your child's faith formation in the Catholic 

Church. These events are beautiful expressions of faith and 

should not be entered into routinely. Children must be at 

least 7 years of age or older to receive these sacraments and 

parents should be registered and active members of St. Mary 

of the Immaculate Conception Parish. 

Second graders in school and faith formation programs 

should have received information and enrollment forms in 

their family envelopes. If you have children older than 7 that 

have not yet received these sacraments and you wish for your 

child to participate in the preparation programs, please 

contact Brenda Collins at the parish center. 

 The first meeting for Sacrament Preparation will be Sunday, 

October 7th at 9:00 am.   

Electronic Giving 

 
Do you want to eliminate writing checks?  Do you want to 

support your parish even when you’re away? 

 

The answer is electronic giving.  We encourage you to take 

advantage of ACH Direct Deposit or On line donating for 

your regular contributions to the parish.  If you are away on 

a regular or seasonal basis, or simply as a convenience, 

these methods allow you to offer your donation to the parish 

on a regular basis without having to write a check.  You will 

continue to receive envelopes for special collections, 

diocesan and national collections etc.  We also encourage 

you to use your weekly envelope at Mass as a symbol of 

your stewardship.  If you have any questions about or wish 

to set up electronic giving, please contact Christine Daly at 

the parish office, 608.742.6998. 

http://www.stmaryportage.com
https://www.facebook.com/stmaryoftheimmaculateconception/
mailto:brenda.stmary@gmail.com
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YEAR END FINANCIAL 

REPORTS 

 
Briggsville:  The fiscal year of 2017-2018 

closed with a bit of a deficit.  We were able to 

meet all of our obligations only by 

withdrawing earned income from our savings.  While this is a 

legitimate use of funds, it would be far better to be able to 

balance our budget with regular giving, and use the earned 

income as a safety net for unforeseen expenses. (We just 

found out that we need to replace the septic system for the 

rectory.)  Our parish is not growing in numbers so we must 

all consider if we might be able to grow in generosity.  

Stewardship is about sacrificial giving, not giving from our 

“extra”.  We must prayerfully determine if we can give a 

little more.  -  3%?  5%?  10%?  If you are giving $20 per 

week now, could you consider $22 each week?   That would 

be a 10% increase!  If you have not recently increased your 

regular contribution, could this be a time to do that?   

 

Portage:  We were able to complete the 2017-18 fiscal year 

“in the black” but only because of a couple of very generous 

gifts from non-parishioners.  Every year we examine the 

budget line-by-line (and there are about 300 “lines”!)  The 

Finance Council and the parish staff do everything in our 

power to be good stewards of your contributions, but as you 

know, expenses rarely decrease. 

 

A few “details” that might help in our perspective: 

Income for the parish, including regular offertory, Best Fest, 

school tuition and fees and other non-designated gifts was 

about $950,000.  Another $47,000 of income came from the 

School Endowment. 

 

While St. Mary Help of Christians Parish continues to pay 

25% of the salary/benefits for your shared pastor, other 

salaries and benefits for parish employees and teachers/staff 

are by far the greatest expenditure ($811,000).  Other major 

expenditures in the parish budget were $10,000 for snow 

removal last winter and $31,000 in utilities.  With the increase 

of school tuition, fund raisers and revenue from Endowment, 

we were able to keep the parish subsidy to the school to 

under $287,000 this year.  

 

As we look forward to our current fiscal year, please 

consider how “regular” your giving is.  Perhaps automated 

transfer/giving (ACH) might a good alternative to using 

weekly envelopes.  (Call Chris at the parish office, or check 

out the parish web page if you are interested.)    

Also consider whether you might be able to increase your 

giving by a small percentage.  If you are giving $125 every 

month now, a 4% increase to $130 would help us meet our 

fiscal responsibilities with a balanced budget.  A 5% 

increase would allow us to create a reserve fund for future 

major expenses that we will soon be facing: the repairs/

replacement of the roof on the gym and school.   

 

By it’s very definition, stewardship involved sacrifice.  That 

might be of your time; it might be of your treasure.  No one 

can add more hours to the day; we can just share the ones we 

have.  Everyone’s income is limited.  All we can do is 

prayerfully discern how much we are willing and able to 

share. 

Members of the St. Mary, 

Portage Pastoral Council 

include: 

 
Natalie James (Chair) 

Maribeth Dorn, 

Gerard Edwards 

Dennis Harkins (Trustee) 

Kathy Jankowski 

Anastasia Kinney 

Ryan McReath 

Sue Riley 

Robin Ruhland 

Connie Shlimovitz 

Greg Strickland 

Lisa Walker 

 

 

 

 

 

Members of the St. Mary, 

Briggsville Pastoral 

Council include: 
 

Josh Huber (Chair) 

Sandy Braun 

Fritz Hammer 

Ginny Joyce (Trustee) 

Kim Musiedlak 

Pablito Schulz—Student Rep 

Tammy Schwantz 

Cary Stage 

 

 

Members of the St. Mary, 

Portage  Finance Council 

include: 

 

Rod Gumz (Chair) 

Steven Benck 

Marty Gavinski (Trustee) 

Karen Manske 

Dennis Nachreiner 

Peg Napralla 

Gregg Steinhaus 

 

 

 

 

Members of the St. Mary, 

Briggsville Finance 

Council include: 

 

Steffanie Murphy (chair) 

Todd Braun (Trustee) 

Craig Hilliard 

Ken Huber 

Teresa Romain 

 

PASTORAL COUNCIL 

 
The Pastoral Council is the primary representative and 

consultative voice of the parishioners of both parishes in 

dialog and cooperation with the pastor and staff of each 

parish to promote a vibrant and faith-filled parish life.   

 

Listed below are the current members of both pastoral 

councils. 

FINANCE COUNCIL 
 

The Finance Council assists the pastor in his 

decisions concerning financial matters that affect 

the life and pastoral activity of the parish.  They 

also develop and monitor the parish budget, engage 

in long range financial planning and setting 

financial goals. 
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Hospitality and Stewardship Committee 

 

When is the last time you shook someone’s hand, 

tapped that person on the back, or touched the 

shoulder, smiled and said - GOOD TO SEE YOU - or 

something like that? I’m pretty sure it was sometime 

today...and probably a daily occurrence for you. In 

essence, that’s what you do as a Greeter when you 

welcome our parishioners to worship.  Matthew, Chap. 

5 tells us that His disciples gathered around Jesus and 

He began to teach them. Among other things, He said: 

“You are the light of the world”. Indeed, given this gift 

of faith through our baptism, we are the light of the 

world. Spread that light - come to Mass 20-25 minutes 

early once a month or so, grab a greeter tag and 

welcome those who gather. For adults, couples, 

families with children:  all are welcome to be apart of 

this. 

To participate, contact either Karen Zepecki (608-617-

5154) or Chris Wheeler (608-334-4967) by text or 

phone. Just do it!  

 
On Saturday, October 20, 2018, St. Mary of the 

Immaculate Conception will host a workshop for 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion (Eucharistic 

Ministers) at 9:00AM. Pat Gorman, the Director of 

Worship for the Diocese of Madison will be here to 

speak to us about the importance and responsibility of 

this role in our liturgy.   

 

If you have not already attended one of these 

workshops, or if you would like a refresher, please plan 

to attend. These workshops are required by the diocese 

for anyone who is an Extraordinary Minister of Holy 

Communion. 

 

Following this workshop, we will hold our quarterly 

training for Eucharistic Ministers and readers, starting 

around 11:45.  If you are interested in becoming a 

reader or Eucharistic Minister at St. Mary, Portage, we 

welcome you to attend this training as well. 

 

If you cannot attend this event, there will be other 

opportunities throughout the diocese. Scheduled 

workshops and more information can be found on the 
diocesan website: madisondiocese.org/emhc 

 

If you have questions about either the workshop or the 

training, contact Teresa Gracyalny or Lisa Clemmons at 

the parish office. 

 

 

 

Building for Our Future Capital Campaign 
 

We are just entering our last year of collection on 

our Building for Our Future Capital Campaign that 

we began in 2016.  The funds raised by that 

campaign were dedicated to 1) paying off the 

debt incurred in the 2013 renovation of the 

school/education center (which we did in 2017) 

and 2) to establish a fund dedicated for the 

renovation of the church. 

 

There was $1.5 million pledged in that campaign.  

To date, we have collected over $1.2 million!!  If 

everyone completes their pledges as anticipated, 

and with subsequent donations that we have 

received post-campaign, we expect to have well 

over $1.5M in a reserved account toward future 

remodeling. 

This money has been invested in guaranteed and 

protected accounts, adding  small but significant 

interest earnings to the account until we are 

ready to proceed with the plan. 

St. Mary School Awarded DOJ Safety 

Grant  
 

A total of $100,000,000 was made available through 

the School Safety Initiative to local schools in 

Wisconsin to support projects designed to improve 

K-12 school safety.  After successfully completing a 

detailed grant application, St. Mary School 

received almost $16,000 from a Wisconsin 

Department of Justice School Safety Grant.  The 

grant money received was used to install new 

safety hardware on three school doors and to 

install a door monitor in the school kitchen for 

before school care.  All of these improvements 

enhance efforts to keep our children safe while 

attending school. 
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Start Using 

the Scrip 

Program! 

 

What is it. 

Scrip is simply gift cards 

for retailers, restaurant's 

and services both local 

and nation-wide.  Instead 

of using cash, checks or 

your credit card when you 

purchase goods or 

services, you use your 

Scrip gift card.  The great 

thing about Scrip is that 

you can use it for 

everyday purchases like 

groceries, gas, 

prescriptions, gifts, 

etc.  You won't be 

spending any more money 

than you already do.  You 

will be helping to raise 

funds to support St. Mary 

Portage Catholic School & 

Parish . 

How does it work? 

 The Scrip program 

allows the school to 

purchase gift cards and 

certificates in bulk at a 

discount.  The Scrip  

retailers offer discounts 

varying from 2% to 20% to 

parishioners and school 

families who buy Scrip 

from St Mary at face value 

and the school receives 

the benefit of the profit.   

 

How do you purchase 

Scrip? 

      We have most popular 

vendors  available on an 

immediate pickup 

basis.  These cards can be 

purchased at the Parish 

Center during regular 

business hours.   We also 

offer Scrip sales after 

Masses occasionally or 

you can order online. 

 After you purchase 

your cards you can spend 

them just  like cash. Scrip 

order forms are available 

at the church office or on 

our website   

 

How do you get started? 

 

Visit our website 

www.stmaryportage.com 

to view the Scrip videos 

for more detailed 

information. 

 

Call or stop by the Parish 

Center (608-742-6998) and 

get answers to all your 

questions. 

 

LOVE BEGINS HERE –Mission Trips 
 
A huge shout out to the 14 high school and 3 middle 
school missionaries from our parish that joined hundreds 
of other teens to serve the Sun Prairie and Cross Plains 
area. This year we celebrated the 10th birthday of Love 
Begins Here and gave 4,418 hours of service those two 
weeks!  
 
The teens brought so much energy and joy to the mission 
field. May they continue to boldly take initiative to bring 
love to your neighbors in your own communities! Thank 
you to all who volunteered, donated, and kept us in pray 
to make the mission of bringing the love of Christ to our 
neighbors possible. 

Faith Sharing Book 

Club 
 

Join us this year as we make our way 

through Joe Paprockie’s Practice Make 

Catholic – Moving from a learned faith 

to a LIVED faith. In Practice Make 

Catholic, Paprocki addresses the all-

important “why” of many Catholic practices by 

articulating five key characteristics that form our 

Catholic identity.  This informative text will be the 

central point of discussion amongst your fellow 

parishioners. A book for all Catholics who want to 

get to the heart of what our faith is really about. If 

you want to know more about these five 

characteristics, please join us on  

Wednesday nights at 6:00 PM 

Starting on September 19th in the school 

cafeteria. (you can join after this date too.) 

Cost: $10 for book.  

Can’t make the gatherings but would still like to 

read the book, we will have extra copies for sale. 

Contact Brenda Collins in the parish office or 

brenda.stmary@gmail.com  to sign up or order a 

book. 

 

GOLF OUTING THANK YOU! 

A huge thank you to all those who 

participated in this year’s St. Mary 

School Golf Outing, as well as all the 

volunteers.  

We would also like to recognize the hard work and 

dedication of those on the Golf Outing Committee: 

Jeremy Duffy, Martha Reali-Seaman, Brian Fait, and Dan 

Brunt.  This amazing event raised over $14,000 for our 

technology program and Patty Quigley Scholarship 

Fund.   

http://www.stmaryportage.com
mailto:brenda.stmary@gmail.com
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Welcome to the 2018-19 school year! 

 

Many changes took place over the 
summer in order to get ready for another exciting 

year. Mrs. Sanda Steele has joined the St. Mary 

School staff as our art teacher and Ms.Tonya 

Edwards as our 5th grade teacher. We are super 

excited to welcome them to our St. Mary School 

family. 

Not only did we welcome new faces, but 

you will also see some restructuring of staff 

positions this school year. Becky Collins will 

continue to teach 6th-8th grade science, plus she 

will be teaching K-5 technology. Mr. Schuenemann 

will continue to teach K-8th grade music, 6th-8th 

grade technology seminars and he will also take on 

the role of Associate Principal. As Associate 

Principal, he will oversee curriculum and 

assessment needs, and standardized test data. 

 

The building and grounds were touched 

up, as well this summer. The playground and 

parking lot were resealed, the Home and School 

Committee added additional playground bedding 

under the equipment, the school kitchen received a 

fresh coat of paint, AND the Conant St. door project 

was complete before the first day of school. Thank 

you to all those involved in these school 

improvements and to all parish members for 

supporting St. Mary School! 

 

St. Mary School 

Theme and Focus for 2018-19 

This school year St. Mary’s will 

work to foster inclusion to build the 

character of students, provide 

opportunities for friendship and 

cultivate an enriched learning environment. We are 

hoping to create a chain reaction of kindness and 

compassion, utilize school events to strengthen 

inclusion and provide visual clues throughout our 

school to encourage desired behaviors. 

We invite our parent and parish community to 

foster this same welcoming environment. Please 

take time to introduce yourself to new families on 

the playground or at Mass, reach out to someone 

new and invite them to a school or parish event like 

the Back to School Dance, a Trivia Night or this 

year’s Parish Gala. Modeling inclusion for students 

is the first step in making a lifelong impact! 

 

I am excited to take on a bit of a new role as 

principal of St. Mary’s starting this school year. In 

addition to my traditional role as school 

principal, I will also be responsible for 

advancement efforts of the school. I will 

continue to participate in leadership 

activities in the school, the community 

and in the diocese, along with cultivating 

partnerships to advance the mission of 

the school and the ministry of Catholic education. I will 

be focused on creating a culture of belonging and 

believe in the mission of our school with the parish and 

Portage community, as well as within our alumni 

outreach relationships. 

 

I hope to continue to facilitate and boost engagement in 

five areas of Catholic School advancement: 

 

 Communications 

 Enrollment Management 

 Endowment Fund Development 

 Alumni Involvement 

 Special Events 
 

I look forward to this new role and working to 

collaborate, communicate and share in the creative 

energy with all those who believe in the foundation and 

future St. Mary School. 

 

Ms. Jamie Hahn 

 

Alumni and Friends of St. Mary! 
 

We will be celebrating our Alumni, 

Friends and Families that support our 

great parish and school on Saturday, 

October 6th at 4 pm Mass followed by 

cocktails and conversation at Neil’s Wine House. 

 

Please join us!  We look forward to our time 

together!  



Mass with Anointing of the Sick 

Tuesday, Oct. 23 at 5:00  
 
When Jesus walked the earth, one of his most frequent ways of 

proclaiming the arrival of the kingdom of God was through 

acts of healing. Come and experience healing Mass with 

Anointing of the Sick 

 

St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception Parish in collaboration 

with St. Mary Help of Christians Parish will be hosting a Mass 

with Anointing of the Sick on Tuesday, October 23rd at 5:00PM. 

 

What IS Anointing of the Sick? 

The sacrament of Anointing of the Sick is a special gift of the 

Holy Spirit. It is the prayer of Christ and his Church for the 

physical and spiritual health of a person who is ill.  

  

During anointing, the priest calls down the Holy Spirit through 

the laying on of hands and prays these words while anointing 

the individual’s head and hands with the Oil of the Sick: 

“Through this holy anointing may the Lord in his love and 

mercy help you with the grace of the Holy Spirit. May the Lord 

who frees you from sin save you and raise you up.” 

  

Who should receive this sacrament? 

· Those suffering from physical, mental, emotional, or spiritual 

illness 

· Elderly people in a weakened condition 

· Anyone who is about to have surgery 

  

A common misconception about anointing: 

Anointing of the Sick used to be known as “Extreme Unction” 

or “Last Rights.” However, the Second Vatican Council noted 

that this sacrament should no longer be referred to as such 

because it is intended for all those who are seriously ill or 

weakened by age.  

  

 

 

We do not reserve this sacrament for those who are at the point 

of death because it is used not only to heal, but to: 

· Unite the sick to the passion of Christ, for his/her own good 

and that of the whole church; 

· Provide strength, peace, and courage to endure the 

sufferings of illness or old age; 

· Provide forgiveness of sins to those who were unable to 

obtain it through the sacrament of Reconciliation; 

· Prepare for passing to eternal life. 

  

(Some information borrowed from “Understanding the 

Sacraments: Anointing” by Lawrence E. Mick ~ Liturgical 

Press) 

  

We are told in James 5:13-16  

“Is anyone among you suffering? He should pray. Is 

anyone in good spirits? He should sing praise. Is anyone 

among you sick? He should summon the presbyters of the 

church, and they should pray over him and anoint him with 

oil in the name of the Lord, and the prayer of faith will save 

the sick person, and the Lord will raise him up. If he has 

committed any sins, he will be forgiven.  

  
“Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for 

one another, that you may be healed. The fervent prayer 

of a righteous person is very powerful.” 

   
Please join us for this Mass and receive the gifts of strength, 
peace, and courage. 
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“There have been saints of all sorts, but today 

perhaps there is a need for a new kind of saint.”  

These words of the French poet, Charles Peguy, 

become very meaningful as the canonizations of 

seven individuals occurred on October 14th, 2018 in 

Rome. 

 

The lives of four persons speak particularly to 

needs and priorities in today's world, church and 

society. Pope Paul VI set into motion the decisions 

and action of the Second Vatican Council; we 

experience them in parish life today. 

 

The Archbishop of San Salvador, Oscar Romero, in 

his beliefs and actions, speaking to the need of the 

poor and acting on their behalf, has become a 

model for the ministry of service to the poor. 

 

 

 

Mother Katherine Kasper, a German woman 

religious, observing the need for faith formation in 

the lives of individuals, brought Sisters to Indiana, 

seeing the need for faith formation for the 

immigrant people. (Persons with the Casper family 

name in Wisconsin, believe her to be a relative). 

 

Three other Italians living their lives in service to 

others will also have the word “saint” placed before 

their names including Nunzio Sulprizio, a young 

Italian youth, aged 19, who was exploited and 

abused, in turn helping others in the same situation. 

 

Reading about and watching the canonizations will 

assist us in knowing that there are saints for the 

issues we face in our present day world and church.   

 

For more information search www.vaticannews.va  

CANONIZATIONS SET FOR OCTOBER 14 

http://www.vaticannews.va
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RCIA – Rite of Christian 

Initiation of Adults—An Open 

Invitation 

 
Have you ever thought about 

inviting someone to our Catholic community of faith? 

Has your spouse, a family member, friend or co-worker 

been drawn to your faith, to the way you live your life, 

and wanted to know more? Perhaps they’re searching 

for what you have. 

When someone is drawn to the Catholic faith, 

it’s normal that they would ask questions of you and 

others who belong to our parish community. They may 

ask Fr. Gary or other staff about different aspects of our 

faith.  

The next logical step would be encouraging 

them to seek answers to their many questions through 

the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA). Through 

the RCIA process, people come into a casual open 

setting where we listen to short presentations about 

different faith related topics. We openly listen to, and 

discuss your questions, learn about Church teaching, 

prayer in our life, developing our relationship with 

Christ, scripture, Church doctrine, what discipleship is, 

and topics relevant for today.  

The desire to fill that emptiness within us, to 

quench that thirst for God is different for each of us. As 

someone journey’s through the RCIA process at some 

point they’ll decide whether to join us and become 

fully initiated into our community through the 

Sacraments of Eucharist, Reconciliation, and 

Confirmation or they may discern/choose to wait for 

now and give themselves more time to decide. 

Those who choose to begin the RCIA process 

need someone to walk with them along the way. They 

need a sponsor. If you would like to accompany 

someone on their faith journey and perhaps deepen 

your own spirituality and brush up on why we do what 

we do as Catholics, consider becoming a sponsor for 

one of our RCIA candidates. 

Our introductory session for RCIA will begin 

Monday October 8th at 6:00 pm in the lower level of the 

Parish Center. 

If you’re interested in participating in this 

process, or have questions or concerns, please contact 

Deacon Dennis for more information at 

A Call to Community 

 

Various cultures have enriched our two parishes 

since the very beginning:  French, Irish, German, 

Native American, Polish, Italian, Filipino, Hispanic 

and more.  Each has found a home in our church. 

Each knew they belonged to a faith community 

who tried to live the message of the Gospel. 

 

Today we have some Hispanic families who are 

well established in the parish, others have come 

more recently.  Some speak English as easily as 

Spanish, others are just learning English.  Some 

parishioners speak only English; others speak 

English and a little Spanish.   

 

On August 22, a small representative group met at 

Briggsville to discuss ways to encourage our 

Hispanic brothers and sisters to feel more at home 

in our parishes. As a small token of that effort we 

have placed an image of Nuestra Señora de 

Guadalupe in the entrance to the St. Mary Help of 

Christians Church near the votive candles.   

 

We are also planning our first encuentro to 

celebrate Dia de Los Muertos.  November 2, All 

Souls Day. It is a well known feast in our Church 

and Hispanics have a unique way to celebrate that 

feast.  The celebration will take place at St. Mary 

Help of Christians Parish on November 2, at 7:00 

PM.  Mark your calendars. More information will 

be coming and all parishioners are encouraged to 

attend.  

 

May all people in our parishes feel welcomed and 

at home.  “For I was a stranger and you welcomed 

me.”  Matthew 25:35 

 

(Sr. Anita Henning, CSA,  is the Hispanic Minister 

to both parishes.) 
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Stewardship – The Embodiment 

of Generosity and Charity 

 
Do you recognize these names?  Bill, Don, Barb, 

Bob, Mike, Susan, Nancy, Sam, Mike, Joe, 

Denny, Rudy, Chuck, Dean, Lisa, Craig, Dennis, 

Anton, Rod, Craig, Cody, Chris, Matt, Jim, Gary, 

Ann, Tammy, Barb, Eileen, Nancy, Kathy, Diane, Jane, Dennis, 

Fred, Mike, Cole, Steve?   These are your fellow parishioners, 

who along with teams of others, completed several major 

projects by sharing their time and abilities and skills over the 

past few months.  Good planning, physical labor and a lot of 

sweat equity accomplishes so much!  

  

Here’s a few projects completed at our parishes: 

 

At Portage - painting of an office; installing laminate flooring in 

the Parish Center; cleaning and painting the school/parish 

kitchen, athletic office and the sacristy; sealing the entire 

blacktop parking lot; planting and tending to flower gardens all 

over the property; building new furniture for the sanctuary in 

the church; replacing the “cushion” under the playground 

equipment. 

 

At Briggsville:  new LED lights installed in the church; the 

shrubbery and bushes were hedged and trimmed; springtime 

cemetery clean-up, flower beds were enhanced and 

maintained; the house was power washed and new doors were 

installed on the house and the garage.  

 

In addition to all of these, another major project was completed 

through the generosity of individuals sharing their treasure 

above and beyond their regular giving:  A major renovation of 

the gymnasium entrance to St. Mary School.  This project was 

primarily funded by two major gifts: $10,000 and $30,000.  The 

60-year old structure had deteriorated to the point where the 

integrity of the entire entrance was compromised and needed 

to be replaced.  Supplemented with a grant from the State of 

Wisconsin Department of Justice, security enhancements were 

included in this entrance remodeling, and in two other school 

entrances. 

St. Mary Help of Christians 
 

The catalyst for the twelve-part renovation plan is Bishop 

Morlino’s directive that the tabernacle in all churches must be 

located directly behind the altar.  The “do-this-by-date” is the 

beginning of Lent of 2019.  With that directive and timeline, the 

Pastoral and Finance Councils formed an ad hoc committee to 

explore what that might entail, how that move might affect 

other parts of our church, what other things should be 

considering at this time, etc.  

 

Over the past year we have been able to narrow the scope of 

the project to twelve specific areas including, designing and 

building new altar furniture, creating a devotional area in the 

church, improving lighting, taking out the cry room to increase 

seating capacity, adapting the side seating area for visitations 

for funerals, and replacing carpet and the flooring in the 

sanctuary.  We have employed the expertise of an engineer, a 

liturgical designer, an electrician, carpet/floor installer and 

contractors. 

 

We hope to have a firm determination of cost in October and 

then seek the approval of the Pastoral and Finance Councils.  

Then we can begin the necessary fundraising to complete the 

project in the spring of 2019. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception 

 
Over 18-months of work by the Renovation Committee for St. 

Mary of the Immaculate Conception Parish, and with the 

professional assistance of River Architects, La Crosse, a design 

plan was developed and approved by the Pastoral and Finance 

Councils in June.  It was presented to parish leadership in 

August and to the entire parish in September.  (If you missed 

the presentation, a short-version will soon be available on the 

parish webpage.) 

 

From here, we will continue to welcome input, thoughts, 

suggestions, and direction from parishioners.  After the plan is 

“tweaked", we will enter into a phase of cost-determination.  

With the assistance of Kraemer Construction (the contractor for 

the school project in 2013 and the Conant Street entrance this 

past summer) we will determine a “cost projection”, that is a 

reasonably accurate, pre-construction document 

determination of the cost of the project.  Early in 2019, we will 

begin formulating a plan for a capital campaign to raise the 

necessary funds to complete the project. 

 

Each step must be approved by the Pastoral and Finance 

Councils, as well as the Diocese of Madison.  The current 

diocesan policy is that no project of this magnitude can be 

initiated until 50% of the necessary funds are collected and 

50% are pledged.  (Please see the article in the newsletter 

concerning the very successful campaign, Building for our 

Future, which was initiated in 2016.)   

  

PARISH RENOVATIONS 
Both St. Mary Help of Christians and St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception parishes are in the midst of planning 

for significant renovations. 



Where do you sit at Mass? 

In certain ways, one might take from the second reading for this weekend, from the Letter 

of James, that the ministry of usher emerged right after Jesus founded the church.  As we 

listen to examples of people being directed to sit in different spots, remember that our 

ushers do a great job of making sure everyone has a comfortable spot at  Mass.  However, 

we also know that it can mean woe to any usher who tries to sit a regular attendee in any 

pew besides the one that is “their own.” 

We all have a favorite place in church that we gravitate to each Sunday.  If we cannot have 

our pew, it might be unsettling to have to sit in another pew in the area, but what if we 

have to sit on the other side of the church?  Let’s not even think about that. 

What is it that draws us to where we choose to sit?  Is it the desire to hear or see the best?  

Is being near a restroom important?  Some of us simply feel closer to Jesus if we can be 

closer to the altar, while those desiring a speedy, unhindered exit will choose spots closes 

to the parking lot.  Are you self-conscious?  If so, you might choose the section where 

people are never asked to bring up the offertory gifts.  Perhaps you like sitting under a 

certain stained glass window.  Or have you not been to Mass in over a month and want to 

slip in unseen?  

It is my observation that many people sit in the same place each weekend because of 

those who will be seated near them, each in their usual spot.  A small community begins 

to form.  They come to know each other and will linger after Mass just to share a brief 

chat.  If someone who forms the “group” is missing, questions are raised:  “Do you know 

____ is not here this week? 

We must remember, however, that while we may be small communities gathered 

together, we always worship as one community bound together by Jesus Christ.  Do not let 

your pew become so important that you do not allow other people to sit with you.  If 

someone is sweated in your pew, don’t make them feel that they have committed some 

grievous act.  If not having your pew makes you so upset that you focus on that during the 

Mass, your worship will be anything not genuine. 

Our coming together at liturgy indicates our need for Jesus and for each other  So think 

about where you chose to sit in church and try to understand why.  Does where you choose 

to sit have any bearing on your relationship with Jesus and those gathered with you? 

One thing I know for sure is 

that there is always room up 

front.  So, maybe this 

Sunday, you can be brave 

and move up a couple rows 

to be closer to the altar.  

After all, not matter how we 

do it, moving closer to God is 

always a good thing. 

 

Reprinted from The Compass, 

Friday, September 7, 2018 edition 

with permission of the author, Lyn 

Zahorik 
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An old Irish proverb says, "It is in the shelter of each other that the people live." Indeed, we are cre-

ated to depend upon one another and walk together in suffering. But when family members or 

friends approach life's end, we may not know how best to "shelter" them. Here are some concrete 

ways we can compassionately care for them. 

 

1. Invite God In: Pope Francis has said that "praying in difficult situations is like opening the door to the Lord, in order that he might enter. The 

dying process is a sacred time—a final season to seek closure in this life and prepare for the next in the hope of sharing in Christ's Resurrec-
tion. As you enter into this season with your friend or family member, ask God to accompany both of you. 

2. Listen: Try to discover your loved one's values and how best to honor his or her wishes. This requires true empathy. It can be hard not to 

assume he or she wants the same thing you think you would want if you were in the same situation. Listen with a non-judgmental ear so your 
loved one feels free to speak openly.  

3. Inform Yourself: Be aware that wishes for refusing ordinary or proportionate treatment—or for pursuing assisted suicide—are usually rooted in 

fears of dependency, helplessness, or pain. Make yourself available to discuss these or any concerns. Know that hospice care focuses on 
alleviating pain and other symptoms, meeting basic needs, and providing comfort. Seek to understand the Catholic Church's teaching on end-
of-life care, which can help you provide authentically loving support that respects life.*  

4. Be Steadfast in Compassion: As Pope Francis reminds us, "Compassion means 'suffer with.' Your friend or family member will likely face ups 

and downs. Recognize these as part of a natural process. Surround him or her with love, support, and companionship that are "anchored in 
unconditional respect for their human dignity, beginning with respect for the inherent value of their lives. The patient's suffering can be allevi-
ated by your empathy, as well as by quality hospice care by medical personnel.  

5. Help Them Achieve Closure: Help your family member or friend define the unfinished personal projects, financial concerns, unresolved rela-

tionships, or other matters that occupy his or her mind. Due to changing circumstances, some goals may need to be reframed. Creating and 
accomplishing this list of unfinished business can help the person discover a sense of purpose and feel more at peace. 

6. Provide Opportunities for Resolution: Ira Byock, a hospice medical director, illustrates in his book The 4 Most Important Things** how saying 

"I love you," "I'm sorry," "I forgive you," and "Thank you" can promote much-needed healing during the dying process. You can help ensure a 
peaceful transition for your loved one by facilitating opportunities for reconciliation with others and for mutual expressions of love and grati-
tude. Consider offering to invite a priest to hear his or her confession and to administer the Eucharist as viaticum and the Sacrament of the 
Anointing of the Sick, all of which heal the soul and prepare us to meet the Lord. 

7. Reminisce: Our appetites diminish as our bodies experience a decreased need for food and fluids when we near life's end. Provide smaller 

amounts of your family member or friend's favorite foods. Even if unable to eat them, he or she may still enjoy the aromas and reminisce with 
you about special memories they evoke.   

8. Provide a Peaceful Presence: There comes a time of natural withdrawal from surroundings when dying persons may lose interest in many 

activities that used to be enjoyable. Your own quiet, patient presence can provide important support as your loved one prepares emotionally 
and spiritually for his or her passing. Hearing can become very acute, so placing the phone in another room, playing favorite music, reading a 
favorite passage, praying together, or simply sitting quietly with him or her can all be very soothing.  

9. Show Tenderness: Those who are dying remain in need of the tenderness of personal human contact. Ask if you might gently brush your 

loved one's hair, apply lotion to her hands or feet, or simply hold his hand. Tell stories, laugh, and share memories to reassure the person he 
or she is a cherished gift, not a burden in any way.  

10. Bear Their Transition Patiently: Transition, the time immediately preceding death, may bring rapid physical changes, such as in breathing 

patterns, as well as changes in mental or emotional states. Try to be patient, and allow the "how" and "when" of death to be between God and 
your loved one. Ask God for the wisdom to know what final words to say—if any—and when. As you are able, give your loved one permission 
to make the transition. For example, you might say, "I love you. It's okay to go home now." 

 

Accompanying a loved one in his or her last days is enormously important work, but we do not need to fear our own limitations. Pope 

Francis tells us, "[God] comes to assist us in our weakness. And his help consists in helping us accept his presence and closeness to 

us. Day after day, touched by his compassion, we also can become compassionate towards others. 

*As our bishops teach, "Respect for life does not demand that we attempt to prolong life by using medical treatments that are ineffective 
or unduly burdensome. At the same time, intentionally hastening death—whether through drugs or deliberate neglect of basic care—
offends our God-given dignity and is never morally permissible. More information: www.usccb.org/ToLiveEachDay 

**References do not indicate endorsement. 

Taken from www.usccb.org/respectlife 

Caring for Loved Ones at Life's End 
Surround them with love, support, and companionship that are “anchored in uncondi-

tional respect for their human dignity, beginning with respect for the inherent value of 

their lives.” 

To Live Each Day with Dignity, USCCB 
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